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Lerma; upon which I assured them they would find me there
as they alighted from their coach.
I set out, in fact, on the 2nd of December, from Madrid, to
join the court, and was to sleep at the Escurial, with the
Comtes de Lorges and de Cereste, my second son, the Abb£ de
Saint-Simon and his brother, Pacquet and two principal officers
of the King's troops, who remained with me as long as I stayed
in Spain. In addition to the orders of the King of Spain and
the letters of the Marquis de Grimaldo, I was also furnished
with those of the nuncio for the Prior of the Escurial, who is,
at the same time, governor, in order that I might be shown the
marvels of this superb and prodigious monastery, and that
everything might be opened for me that I wished to visit; for
I had been warned that, without the recommendation of the
nuncio, neither that of the King and his minister, nor any
official character, would have much served me. It will be
seen that, after all, I did not fail to suffer from the churlish-
ness and the superstition of these coarse Jeronimites.
They are black and white monks, whose dress resembles that
of the CelestinSj—very idle, ignorant, and without austerity,
who, by the number of their monasteries and their riches, are
in Spain much about what the Benedictines are in France, and
like them are a congregation. They elect, also, like the Bene-
dictines, their superiors, local and general, except the Prior of
the Escurial, who is nominated by the King, remains in office
as long as the King likes and no more, and who is yet better
lodged at the Escurial than his Catholic Majesty. 'Tis a
prodigy, this building, of extent, of structure, of every kind
of magnificence, and contains an immense heap of riches., in
pictures, in ornaments, in vases of all kinds, in precious stones,
everywhere strewn about, and the description of which I will
not undertake, since it does not belong to my subject. Suffice
it to say that a curious connoisseur of all these different beau-
ties might occupy himself there for three months without
cessation, and then would not have examined all. The grid-
iron (its form, at least) has regulated all the ordonnance of
this sumptuous edifice in honour of Saint-Laurent, and of the

